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Date: April 14, 2006 
 
To: Barbara Wilson, Seattle Planning Commission Executive Director 
 
From: Councilmember Peter Steinbrueck 
 
Subject: Request for Planning Commission Review of Adult Cabaret Proposed Legislation 
 
 
As you may know, the Mayor recently submitted to the City Council proposed legislation (C.B. 115522) 
to amend the Land Use Code to regulate adult cabarets.  On April 12, the Council’s Urban Development 
and Planning Committee held a public hearing on the proposed legislation. 
 
Many residents and business owners from Georgetown, Beacon Hill, and South Park voiced objections to 
the Mayor’s proposal to limit new adult cabarets to an area in the Duwamish industrial area of south 
Seattle.  Some of those who testified preferred a model where new adult cabarets would be allowed 
citywide, provided they were a certain distance (e.g., 1000 feet) from uses including child care centers, 
community centers, religious facilities, and other specified uses. 
 
I and other members of the UDP Committee would like to request that the Planning Commission review 
this issue and advise the Committee.  In particular, we would like to hear the Commission’s views on the 
model proposed by the Mayor, where new adult cabarets would be limited to one area of the city, versus a 
model where they would be allowed citywide but required to be a certain distance from specified uses.  
Under the Mayor’s proposal, does the Commission believe that the boundaries of the proposed permitted 
area, and the requirement that adult cabarets be 1000 feet from specified uses, adequately protect nearby 
businesses and the surrounding residential areas of Georgetown, Beacon Hill, and South Park from 
undesirable impacts?  Does the Commission believe that the Mayor’s proposal will result in a “red light 
district”-type concentration of adult cabarets, or will any new adult cabarets likely be dispersed within the 
permitted area rather than be concentrated? 
 
Overall, we would like to know if the Planning Commission endorses the Mayor’s proposal as the best 
way to provide for adult cabarets, or if the Commission recommends further study and/or other changes.  
If Planning Commissioners have other ideas to suggest for the City Council to consider, we would also 
like to hear those. 
 
Please let me know if this is something the Planning Commission can undertake, and when the 
Commission could reasonably report back to the Council. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this request.  If you have any questions, please call Neil Powers in 
my office at 684-8804. 
 
 
cc: All Councilmembers 
 Mayor Greg Nickels 
 Diane Sugimura, Director, Department of Planning and Development 

 


